is dominant in South Iran, and both the Anglo-Iranian
Oil Company and the Abadan Refinery in this area are
British.
The American interest in the Middle East is small,
though potentially large. The American air lines and
shipping companies want special guarantees in this
region. America naturally wants a share of its trade.
Several companies are operating in one or the other of
these States. There are American Universities in
Syria and Egypt, and Zionism gives U.S.A. a direct
interest in Palestine in the future of the Arab world.
The U.S.S.R. has very little present interest in the
Middle East; but Moscow knows that unless this
Anglo-American fortress is broken through, its
dreams of a world empire are not likely to materialise.
She wants to coerce Turkey into giving up the exclu-
sive control of the Dardanelles. It wants an access to
the Mediterranean and if possible to Arabian Sea.
Russian diplomatic agents are busy among the Arabs
enlisting their goodwill against Britain. In Palestine
they support orthodox Catholicism. In the World
Trade Conference they supported Zionism. These
conflicting loyalties are only intended to create trouble
for British hegemony in Middle East.
In Iran, however, Russia recently found the
weakest link in this Middle East chain. In 1942 she
agreed to respect the territorial integrity and sove-
reignty of Iran. In November 1945, however, she
strengthened the Tuda Party and supported the open
revolt in Azerbaijan. She declined to keep her pro-
mise of withdrawing the troops by March 2nd, 1946.
Russia is now in direct conflict with Britain in the
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